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The eschatological expectation of world missionghis
coming Kingdom of God, ruled by Jesus Christ and Hi
glorified Church: the saints of all times and alages,
representing ‘every nation, tribe, people and lagg
Daniel and his friends were on a cross-culturalsiors to
the Babylonians. This was quite a step further thare
Israel had been before, in being an example todtiens,
with the exception maybe, of David’'s and Solomon’s
glory-years. Therefore, all prophetic, apocalyptind
eschatological elements we find in the book of BEni
should be looked at in the perspective of NT rel@taand with that, discover their meaning
for missionaries of the last days, especially sib@mniel says that ‘in the end of time
knowledge will increase’.

Although parts in this™® half of the book are not too difficult to understebecause keys for
interpretation are given, there are also passégeste harder. The core of these may well be
the prophecy about the ‘seventy sevéngivided into 7, 62 and 1 week of 7 years each, the
last being divided into two. Some keys | would ltkehighlight here:

Firstly, Daniel and his friends aretgpe of the Body of Christ: they were a stabilizingtfac

in the midst of a turbulent sea of secular, idolagrlife in the context of an ethnic melting-pot
— and came forth as undisputed victors. Daniel aavew, post-Babylonian kingdom appear
under leadership of Darius the Mede that can be ssea type of the Kingdom of God,

coming to bloom in its millennial expression ontkaiThis makes Darius a type of Jesus
Christ in Hissecond coming.

This typology pointforward to the actual big event, the fall of Babylon thee&? followed
by the appearance of Jesus Christ, the rider omlie horse with His followerdlt is also
significant that Darius the Mede became kitghe age of 62.” In this he is a type of Jesus
Christ in Hisfirst coming: there were 62 generations between AdamGimdst, 10 from
Adam to Noah, 10 from Noah to Abraham, 14 from Aama to David, 14 from David until
the exile and 14 from the exile to Chfst.
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In the conspiracy against Danfeh type can be seen of the insurrection againgpebele of

God at the end of the Millennium, after the dewdkteen releasédiAs judgment over all
Daniel’'s enemies was made certain by Darius, sassCill make certain that after this final
satanic revolution, He will forever do away with abuble.

Secondly, there are some significaMessianic passages: one speaks of Christ's second
coming and another of Him in His pre-incarnateestaas Sender of Gabriel to interpret the
vision that Daniel saW?

Thirdly, we see prophecies about twtivities of Antichrist. If we compare the mentioning of
the little horn with the big moutf with the corresponding verses in Revelatfofthe final
judgment over it), we recognize the same persore Book of Daniel still adds a vivid
descriptive dimension to the pictufeMore verses in Daniel refer prophetically to the
Antichrist*® just like there is one about judgment on Him.

Daniel also describestgpe of Antichrist.'® That was Antiochus IV EpiphanésHe is called a
‘master of intrigue®® This man overran the Tempietook away the daily sacrifices and
offered a pig on the altar. After this abominatitthe Maccabees revolted against him and
drove him out. After their victory, Judas Maccabelsansed the Tempfé.In the Jewish
calendar this was 2,300 days ldter.

The beauty of chapter 11 is that it gives a dedailescription of the post-Greek, pre-Roman
kingdoms of the Ptolemies (kings of the South) #redSeleucids (kings of the North) which
was prophesied more than 200 years before it ttedep This may be the best proof of how
God not only knows the end from the beginnifigput also about how He lets His prophets
know these things in exact detail before they ctoeass”

In the history that followed, a similar scenariosaseen at the time that the Roman armies
destroyed Jerusaleff,and once again a comparable but more horriblélfoént of these
prophecies will be seen at the end of time.

Finally, believers in a pre-tribulation rapture should ¢desthe texts where the saints are
overcome by Antichrist’ Some argue that these saints are the Jews whoneemnverted
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at the time of the rapture but got to know the L@dw?) after that event. The Scriptures
seem to offer no support for that thought.



